To:  
 Salem City Council

We are grateful for your willingness to reconsider the issue and we are optimistic that a fair and reasonable chicken-keeping ordinance will be passed shortly. We also appreciate all the effort that you and your staff have put into this.

There have been several revisions to the proposed ordinance in recent weeks.  As a result, it has substantially deviated from the additional “sideboards” we initially discussed.  

We will be asking that the following points be changed to reflect our original agreement.

1. Coop proximity to chicken-owner's house:  There should be no distance requirement between the coop and the chicken-owner’s house (except that it can't be connected to the residence). The coop/facility should be at least 20’ from residential dwellings on adjacent properties to minimize any impact on neighbors, but chicken-owners should be allowed to keep their pets close by.

 

2. Fees:   We originally agreed to a $50 fee the first year and $25 to renew the permit every year after that.  We were told the reason for the fee is to cover the cost of the inspection by an outside vendor.  However, the most recent version of the ordinance requires a $67.50 fee every year, plus the cost of the inspection on top of that.  We believe this is very unreasonable.  Most cities do not charge people for keeping chickens and those that do, have a much more reasonable fee:  

Bend – $100 permit gets you four hens (not three) – that’s 250 more eggs per year, and it’s a one-time fee.  


Gresham – $50 permit is good for two years.


Portland – $31 permit is required only if you wish to keep more than three hens.

3.  Inspections:  We originally agreed to an initial inspection and a follow-up inspection two years later. Now, inspections are required annually.  We think two inspections are adequate.

4.  Coop Size:  The previous Future Report (dated July 12th) stated that “coops” must be no larger than 120 square feet. The definition of “coop” is a roofed shelter, so this requirement did not include the attached chicken run (I verified this with Brady Rogers). However, the August 9th Future Report states that the “coop/facility” must be no larger than 120 square feet.  The definition of “coop/facility” includes the chicken run.  There should be no limit to the size of the wire pen used for exercising the birds, as it is not a building. 

Please feel free to contact me with questions.  Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.

